Flat Earth Politics: The WTO and Biotechnology.

EU biotechnology law and policy has evolved out of the dynamic interchange between two forms of politics. One is a supranational politics of risk. Concerned with the discounting the future to enable the present to happen, the politics of risk evinces a faith in Humanity’s capacity to regulate the future and control progress safely. Supranationalism adds a new twist, as it both allows new forms of checks and balance to be introduced, yet, precisely, because of these added precautionary measures, allows more risky measures to be taken. Opposing this, a subnational politics of anxiety has emerged. Anxiety is concerned with a fear of the unknown and a lack of faith in institutions, such as industry and science, which decorporealise experience. It is a politics of biological citizenship in which individuals seeks to re-take ownership of the constituent parts of life. There is no resolution between these two forms of politics, so EU law has resorted to an uneasy form of mediation as a response. The challenges to the EU regime brought by Argentina, US and Australia to this regime under WTO law promise, whatever the outcome, to unsettle this with, unpredictable consequences. For WTO law draws the world into dichotomies between popular consent  and scientific expertise: both of which have a stronger unitary logic than that present in EU law, but neither of which accounts sufficiently for societal pluralism in a world of uncertainty.

