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1 For studies of employment policy method, see also Biagi 2000; Ekengren & Jacobsson 2000; Foden 1999; 
Goetschy 1999; Goetschy 2001; Goetschy & Pochet 1997; Jacobsson 2001a, 2002a, 2002b; Keller 1999, 2000; 
Kenner 1999; Sciarra 2000, Trubek & Mosher 2001. For studies of the OMC more generally, see de la Porte et al. 
2001; de la Porte & Pochet 2002; Hodson & Maher 2001. 
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2 The key elements of the open method of co-ordination as defined by the Lisbon summit are: 1) fixing guidelines 
for the Union, 2) translating the European guidelines into national and regional policy by setting specific targets 
and adopting measures; 3) establishing quantitative and qualitative indicators and benchmarks as a means of 
comparing best practice; and 4) periodic monitoring, evaluation and peer review. 
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3 The subsidiarity concept itself is ambiguous. In the Anglo-Saxon and Nordic countries it is defined in terms of 
‘autonomy’, ‘closeness’ etc, whereas in countries with a Catholic tradition it usually connotes a rather opposite 
meaning of hierarchical delegation or conditional autonomy (cf. Jarvad 1992). We are here using the term in 
accordance with the first interpretation. 
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4 The international and interdisciplinary research project GOVECOR, funded by the European Commission, 
provides comparative data on the implementation of the EES in the member states. See national reports at www. 
govecor.org. 
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5 The EES is a compromise also in terms of policy content. It combines active labour market policies designed 
along the line of the Nordic welfare states with policy recommendations on tax and benefit system reform long 
preached by OECD neoclassical economists. Indeed, a ‘third way’ also in this sense (Kenner 1999). 
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6 We also need a labour market research which looks at the structure of labour markets with non-economic eyes. 
Economists define markets in terms of exchanges of value, and of course working people get wages and produce 
profits, but we need also labour market models which are about social relations, organisation and patterns of 
professional interaction. We intend to return to this subject in a coming paper. 
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